
   BBC Focus N° 223   

Five

WINTERSPORTSGADGETS
Strappingonyourskisthiswinter?JoeMinihaneteststheverybestdevices

to

makeyoursojourn to theslopes a success
,

whetheryou' re on or offpiste

flZsavalkn
t

tPhon
owners

TooksHeadphonesHat
Whilenormalheadphones
don'

t
sitcomfortablyunder

woollyhats
,

thisTooks
beaniehasspeakersbuilt in.
Soundquality is surprisingly
sharpandcrispconsidering
thebargainpriceandthe
fact it needs to travel
throughwool to reach
your lugholes.

Thehatitself is snugand
warm

,

butthelack of

Bluetoothdoesmean it

needs to beplugged into
yourMP3player or phone
using a cableand3.5mm
jack . Hardlyanidealsolution
andonethatbecomes a

taduncomfortable after a

fewtracks.
Price

: 5224.99
Info : www.tirebox.com
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iTrailMap3D
Thisapp is a must-have if

you' vegotan iPhone slipped
insideyoursalopettes . Using
thephone' s GPS

,

it provides
maps of keyresorts
throughouttheAlpsand
Rockies

, includingWhistler
,

KitzbOhelandSaas-Fee . You
get a 3Dmapviewaswellas
flat2D '

paper'rendering ,

alongwiththeability to track
yourverticalpositionand
seehow faryou' veskied . At

£2.99
,

it' s a bargain.
However

,

aswithmany
GPS-intensive iPhoneapps ,

it canleavethebattery
running onempty ,

sodon' t

forgetto bring a regular map
just in case.
Price : 12.99
Info : www.bigairsoftware.com

RipCurlS-BombVest

Thisdurable
, mid-layervest

mightnotlooklike it can
keepyoutoastywhen
temperatures plunge ,

but it'
s

hiding a niftysecret . It has a

flexibleheatingsystem in the
lowerback

,

whichyoucan
chargeupbeforemaking for
themountain

.
A buttonon

theright-hand sideallows
you to adjustthepanel

'

s

heat
, essentiallyturningthe

lowerpartof thevestinto a

portableelectricblanket . It' s

thin
,

whichmeans it doesn' t

turnyouintotheMichelin
manandpacksdowntight
into a backpack .

At £200
though ,only St Moritz
scenestersneedapply.
Price : £200
Info : www.snowandrock.com

VehoMuviAtomcamera

Nobiggerthanyourthumb
andweighing in at just50g ,

theMuviAtomcamera is

perfectforanyonelooking to

hurtledownblackrunsand
flyoffthetop of mountains.

It clips to clothing ,

so
extremesports typescan
record shotson-the-move.
AlthoughHDactioncams
areavailable

,

this is a cheap
alternativeforthosewho've

justspenthundredson
hotels

, flightsand liftpasses.
It' s surprisinglydurableand
easy to get to gripswith

,

and
withSDcardsupportup to

2GB
, youcaneasilyswap

outmemorystoragewhen
youheadouteachmorning.
Price : £89.99
Info : www.veho-uk.com

MotorolaTLKRT6
Withanexpansive8km
range ,

theseall-new
Motorola walkie-talkiesare
perfect forstaying in

touch
withyourmateswhenyou' re

playingaround in different
parts of theresort . Battery
life is a generous16hours

,

meaning they' vegotenough
juicefortwofulldaysonthe
slopesbeforeneeding a

recharge . Theruggedised
bodywillwithstandeventhe
heftiesthitandtheclipround
thebackletsyoustrap it

ontoyourrucksack andkeep
upwithyourpalshands-free.

At a pennyshy of £60for a

pair ,

theTLKRsare a

must-have bargain.
Price : £59.99
Info : www.motorola.com
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